Grower Survey — Biocontrol in Vegetables

1. Where is your farm located (County, State)?

2. What best describes your farming operation?
OConventional OOrganic (certified or not-certified) OBoth

3. What is the size of your farm?
OLess than 10 acres [011-50 acres COMore than 50 acres

4. Does natural biological control occur on your farm?
IYes CINo I don’t know

5. Do you commonly scout for natural biological control agents on your farm?
OYes — either while scouting for pests or separately
LINo

6. What is your primary concern, besides effectiveness (ability to control pest), when choosing a
pesticide? Choose only one.

CCost

CIRisk of resistance development

ClImpact on pollinators/bees

OlImpact on pest natural enemies

COHuman health risks (choosing the safest material)
CAvailability of/access to a particular pesticide

COOMRI certification or certifier approval of a material

7. What is your biggest obstacle to implementing biological control? Choose only one.
OLack of familiarity with biological control
CIBiological control does not fit well into or would disrupt my normal management program
OPerceived expense of implementation
(11 do not believe that biological control is effective

[IOther. Please explain:
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8. Do you have knowledge of which pesticides are compatible with biological control?
LlYes LINo

9. How confident are you in your ability to identify adult and juvenile stages of natural enemies

on your farm?
OVery uncertain OUncertain ONeutral OConfident OVery confident

10. Are you interested in releasing natural enemies to control pests on your farm?

Yes, but I’ve never tried it
Yes, and I’ve tried it before
ONo, I’ve tried it before and it didn’t work

[INo, I’ve never tried it and am not interested

11. What insects do you consider to be most difficult to control with pesticides?

12. What would be an incentive for you to implement biological control?
COReduced management costs
OImproved pest control compared to current program
CPrevent insecticide resistance development
CJReduced risk to humans and/or the environment
COMarketing demands
CINone of the above

13. Which of the following natural enemies can you confidently identify in the field? Check all that
apply.

ClLacewings OParasitoid wasps CORobber flies
COSyrphids (Hover flies) OTachinid flies [0Big-eyed bugs
[CIPredatory mites [(OSoldier beetles COAmbush bugs
CILadybeetles (ladybugs) C0Damsel bugs CISpiders
CGround beetles CIPredatory stink bug COMantids

CIMinute pirate bugs (spined soldier bug)
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