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VABF’s mission is to educate about, advocate for, and promote organic and biological farming and gardening.
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		Today, March 7, 2024 marks the one-year anniversary of the Farmers for Climate Action: Rally for Resilience, when over 500 farmers and advocates marched in Washington, DC to demand action on climate in the farm bill.One year later, Congress is still drafting the farm bill, and climate is very much at the center of negotiations. Let’s use this anniversary to look back at the powerful words and actions of the Rally for Resilience and hold Congress accountable to act in the best interest of farmers and future generations.Call or email your Representative and Virginia’s Senators today and urge them to defend the historic $20 billion investment in climate-friendly conservation in the next Farm Bill.A few things to note from the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSACO):- Senator Mark Warner’s office can be reached at 202-224-2023; his legislative aide Taylor Durbin (Taylor_Durbin@warner.senate.gov) covers agriculture issues.- Senator Tim Kaine’s office can be reached at 202-224-4024; his legislative correspondent Jahnavi Patel (Jahnavi_Patel@kaine.senate.gov) covers agriculture issues.- Both Senators prioritize conversation and are likely to support IRA climate funding when the Farm Bill comes to the floor of the Senate – if they hear from enough of us.- You can find your Representative’s DC office phone number online at her/his website, or by calling the Capitol Hill switchboard at 202-224-3121.- Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-7th-VA, 202-225-2815) serves on the House Agriculture Committee and has been a leading champion for regenerative agriculture. We should all thank her for her staunch defense of the IRA climate smart conservation investment.- Rep. Ben Cline (R-6th-VA, 202-225-5431) serves on the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee. If you are in his district, let him know your priorities!Thanks so much for taking action!#FarmBill #farmersforclimateaction			
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		VDACS is hosting a webinar about priorities and application process for the Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure grant program. The RFSI funding is a great opportunity for Virginia to do some thoughtful strategic investment in statewide capacity.When:  Monday March 11 3 - 4 pm EDTevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/f0627d02-d81b-4b16-8b63-2124605cf83b@620ae5a9-4ec1-4fa0-8641...Meeting ID: 222 736 932 972Passcode: dBBcR6Call in (audio only):+1 434-230-0065,,383383761#   United States, LynchburgPhone Conference ID: 383 383 761#For questions, contact Seth Benton, 804.786.0532, seth.benton@vdacs.virginia.govBackground:The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) has been awarded $6.6 million from USDA to offer grants over a four year performance period under the new USDA Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure program.These grants are for farms and food businesses to invest in infrastructure for aggregation, processing, manufacturing, storage, transport, wholesaling, and distribution of local and regional agricultural products, including dairy, grains for human consumption, aquaculture, specialty crops like fruits and vegetables, and value-added food products, excluding meat and poultry.Grant funding options are a minimum of $100,000 equipment purchase with no match up to a maximum of $3 million with 50% match reduced to 25% for disadvantaged businesses.			
	... See MoreSee Less
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